
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 
CONTACT:  Susan Wilcox Olson - (231) 590-5930 - susan@cherryfestival.org
NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES ANNOUNCES LINEUP FOR WINTER-SPRING 2012 SEASON
Jodi Picoult, Anna Quindlen and Elizabeth Kostova among authors scheduled to appear; special guest hosts to include Paula McLain and Susan Casey
 

Traverse City, Mich. – January 17, 2012 – Following on the heels of the announcement that “Breaking Bad” creator and “The X-Files” executive producer Vince Gilligan will kick off the National Writers Series’ Winter-Spring 2012 season on February 4, the organization this week released its full lineup of guests for the season, which will bring some of the country’s most celebrated authors, journalists and story-tellers to downtown Traverse City.

This season, the Series has nearly doubled the amount of authors featured, lowered ticket prices, added ticket discounts for book clubs and reader groups, and introduced three new signature programs, in addition to the NWS Scholarship Program. The first is the Front Street Writers Program, a partnership with Traverse City Area Public Schools (TCAPS). The program will provide an accredited, challenging and rewarding creative writing workshop experience for area TCAPS high school students. Staffed by TCAPS and creative writers-in-residence from the country’s most prestigious creative writing programs, Front Street Writers will also feature NWS guests presenting special master classes, offering students a rare and up-close look at the writer’s craft. More details on the program will be announced later this year.

NWS is also introducing a Guest Host Spotlight program, which features a previous NWS guest interviewing an author new to the NWS stage. The Series will also launch a new program this year called NWS Introduces, whereby each season will feature an event pairing a debut novelist with a literary star.

Vince Gilligan kicks off the season on February 4 at the City Opera House, appearing onstage with NWS founder Doug Stanton to discuss his award-winning writing on AMC’s hit series “Breaking Bad.” Entertainment Weekly, NPR, Hollywood Reporter and Paste magazine all named the show #1 on their lists of 2011 Best TV Shows, with Stephen King naming the program #1 on his list of 2011 Pop Culture Favorites, hailing it as “an American classic.” Gilligan will also discuss his diverse career in Hollywood, including a long-running stint as writer and executive producer of "The X-Files," co-creator of "The Lone Gunmen," and screenwriter of such popular films as "Hancock" and "Home Fries."
The NWS season continues on March 12 at the City Opera House with best-selling novelist Jodi Picoult. Picoult is the author of eighteen novels, the last five of which all debuted at number one on the New York Times Best Sellers List. Her books have sold more than 14 million copies worldwide and have been translated into 34 languages. Entertainment Weekly called Picoult the “rare writer who delivers book after book, a winning combination of the literary and the commercial.” In 2009, her novel "My Sister’s Keeper" was adapted into a hit film starring Cameron Diaz and Alec Baldwin.
Picoult will be joined on stage by special guest host Paula McLain, a previous NWS guest and New York Times best-selling author of the critically acclaimed "The Paris Wife." The two writers will discuss their individual lives and works, the world of writing and the stories behind Jodi’s popular novels, including her latest book, "The Lone Wolf" (published February 28). The pairing marks the introduction of NWS’ new Guest Host Spotlight program.
Appearing next at the City Opera House, on April 5, are Alan Cheuse and Geraldine Brooks. National Public Radio’s acclaimed “Voice of Books,” Cheuse appears regularly on the station’s popular "All Things Considered" program and has served as a fiction judge for the National Book Award. As an author, Cheuse has published four novels, three collections of short fiction and the memoir "Fall Out of Heaven." His short fiction has appeared in publications including The New Yorker, Ploughshares and The Antioch Review. His latest novel, "Song of Slaves in the Desert," traces the thread of slavery from 1500s Timbuktu up to the Civil War, exploring one man's struggle with the legacy of slavery and the loyalty of family.

Cheuse will be joined at the City Opera House by friend and fellow author Brooks for an entertaining discussion of their lives and works. Brooks, an Australian journalist and author, has written several international best-sellers, including "Nine Parts of Desire," "Year of Wonders,” "People of the Book" and “Caleb’s Crossing.” She won the 2006 Pulitzer Prize for "March," a riveting parallel novel to Louisa May Alcott’s "Little Women" told from the point of view of the March family’s absent father.

Following Cheuse and Brooks, Michael Sandel, Harvard’s wildly popular professor and internationally renowned lecturer and author, will appear at the City Opera House on May 2. Confronting today’s looming political and ethical questions, Sandel’s latest book, "What Money Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of Markets" (published April 24), asks one of the most pressing ethical questions of our time: Is there something wrong with a society in which everything is for sale?

Sandel’s “Justice” class is one of the highest attended in Harvard history. The professor is also the star of his own PBS series, "Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do?" He has contributed to The New York Times and The Atlantic Monthly, and appeared on The Colbert Report, PBS, BBC and NPR. At this exclusive northern Michigan event, Sandel will bring his popular Socratic lecture style to the stage for a thought-provoking discussion on the role of money and markets that will leave audiences looking at life in America in new and surprising ways.

The season continues on May 14 with award-winning columnist and best-selling author Anna Quindlen. Beloved by readers across the country, Quindlen has penned such popular books as "Object Lessons," "Rise and Shine," "Blessings" and "One True Thing," which was adapted into an Oscar-nominated film starring Meryl Streep and Renée Zellweger. Quindlen was the third woman to ever serve as a New York Times’ Op-Ed columnist; she won the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 1992 for her column “Private and Public.” She also penned the popular “Last Word” column for Newsweek from 2000 to 2009. In addition to her journalistic success, her electrifying novel "Black and Blue” was selected as an official Oprah Book Club pick in 1998. Her new memoir, “Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake” (published May 1), offers a humorous and heartfelt look at her life and the lives of women, from girlfriends to marriage to parenting and more.
Quindlen will appear on stage for a revealing discussion about her life and work with special guest host Susan Casey, O Magazine’s editor-in-chief. Casey is the New York Times best-selling author of the critically acclaimed books "The Devil’s Teeth" and "The Wave." She has been a featured guest on programs including The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, The Oprah Winfrey Show, Charlie Rose and Conan.

The Winter-Spring 2012 season will conclude on June 21 at the City Opera House with Natalie Bakopoulos and Elizabeth Kostova. Bakopoulos’s debut novel, "The Green Shore," portrays a rich family drama set during the 1960s Greek military dictatorship. An early draft of the work won the Avery and Julie Hopwood Award and the Platsis Prize for Work on the Greek Legacy. Bakopoulos is a professor at her alma mater, the University of Michigan, and a contributing editor to the prestigious Fiction Writers Review. She won the 2010 PEN/O. Henry Prize, and her work has appeared in Tin House, Ninth Letter and Granta Online. 

Bakopoulos will appear on stage with her friend and international best-selling author Kostova for a discussion of their lives and works. Kostova’s worldwide blockbuster, "The Historian," tells the tale of three generations of historians on the track of the original Dracula. After a bidding war for the publishing rights, Kostova accepted a $2 million contract, and the book went on to become the fastest-selling hardcover debut novel in American publishing history and the first debut novel to ever premiere at number one on the New York Times Best Seller List. "The Historian" sold over three million copies worldwide in 40 languages. SONY/Columbia Pictures is currently producing a film adaptation. Kostova’s second novel, "The Swan Thieves," was another international bestseller. The event will kick off the Series’ new NWS Introduces program.

All NWS events this season will feature live musical performances before the author appearances, during which time attendees can enjoy complimentary dessert from Morsels and a cash bar reception, as well as purchase books and NWS merchandise. The evenings will also include an audience Q&A and a post-event book signing and reception with the authors.

Tickets for all NWS events go on sale to Friends of NWS on January 17 and to the public on January 23 at the City Opera House box office, by phone at 231-941-8082 and online at www.cityoperahouse.org. Tickets for all events except An Evening with Jodi Picoult and An Evening with Anna Quindlen are $15 in advance or $20 at the door. Tickets to An Evening with Jodi Picoult and An Evening with Anna Quindlen are $20 in advance or $25 at the door. Student tickets to all events are just $5, while educator tickets are $10. Patrons buying tickets to three or four events will receive a 10% discount on tickets, while patrons purchasing tickets to five or more events will receive a 20% discount on tickets. NWS is also offering a special discount for book clubs and reader groups this year; ticket orders for groups of five or more (purchased together) will receive a 10% discount.

The National Writers Series, now in its fourth year, is a year-round book festival bringing the best of award-winning authors, journalists and storytellers together with thousands of fans in downtown Traverse City. Founded by New York Times best-selling author Doug Stanton, Traverse City attorney Grant Parsons and Northern Express writer Anne Stanton, the TC National Writers Series aims to raise $50,000 in five years for aspiring young writers to pursue writing in college. Series organizers are partnering with area schools, libraries, bookstores, and businesses to host the events and fund the scholarships.

Net proceeds from NWS events support the National Writers Series and its scholarship fund, which benefits college-bound writing and arts students attending Grand Traverse regional high schools. NWS, in partnership with Traverse City Area Public Schools (TCAPS), also directs the Front Street Writers Program, a creative writing workshop for high school students.

For more information on the TC National Writers Series, visit www.nationalwritersseries.org.
