
January, 2012

A Warm Welcome to the National Writers Series, Traverse City’s Downtown Book Festival!

We are delighted to present a terrific author line-up that truly offers something for everybody, from the creator of television’s top-rated show to one of America’s most popular novelists! We are even including a lecture from Harvard’s wildly popular professor, Michael Sandel. As we like to say, you can attend Harvard for one evening … for just $15.

For the past three years, we’ve had one of the biggest lists of writing talent of any festival in the U.S., but 2012’s is one of the most impressive line-ups ever.

The National Writers Series celebrates the joy of reading by bringing our country’s most thoughtful and well-known authors to downtown Traverse City. Just as importantly, we are a nonprofit that provides scholarships to aspiring student writers through our NWS Scholarship Program. Today, we are thrilled to announce a new, one-of-a-kind writing program for students.

The Front Street Writers Program, in partnership with Traverse City Area Public Schools, will provide an accredited, challenging, and rewarding creative writing workshop experience for area TCAPS high school students. 
Launching in Fall 2012 in downtown Traverse City, the Front Street Writers Program will be staffed by TCAPS and creative writers-in-residence from the country’s most prestigious creative writing programs. Guest authors of the National Writers Series will also  present master classes, offering students a rare and up-close look at the writer’s craft. Writing and revision are some of the most important skills we can learn for the 21st century, and demand for this instruction is enormous. It’s free, it’s world class, and it’s coming to downtown Traverse City.

Also new for 2012 at NWS: 


NWS Introduces… wherein each season we host a debut novelist in conversation with a literary star. 

Guest Host Spotlight…  Catch a past NWS guest author as he or she welcomes someone new to the NWS stage for a conversation. Two amazing authors in one night.

Book Club Discounts… book club groups get a break on ticket prices!
Lower Ticket Prices…  We’ve always offered student and educator discounts, but now we’ve priced general admission tickets lower, too, all thanks to the generous support of our donors. Thank you!
Also for 2012, we hope to make it easier for you to report to your audience by providing a media sampling stored on the enclosed flash drive. You may find additional breaking news and event information at www.nationalwritersseries.org. 
When visiting our site, be sure to check out our Media Corner for PRESS READY releases and story ideas, as well as “up-to-the- minute” information on tickets and Book Lovers Getaways—hotel and event packages for out-of-town visitors.  Images are available for your use, free of charge by contacting our Media Relations person, Susan Wilcox Olson at susan@cherryfestival.org or (231) 590-5930. 

I look forward to working with you in the weeks and months to come.  Please be in touch if you have any questions regarding our event series, our authors, or our scholarship program. The NWS team will make every effort to make your evening of reporting a most delightful one! 

Happy reading!

Doug Stanton, Founder NWS

